
foreign universities has always been great and the num¬

ber seems to be increasing in spite of the fact that there
has recently been such great improvement in the meth¬
ods of teaching and the opportunities for medical study
at home.

AMBIDEXTERITY.

The faculty of being able to use the right and left
hands interchangeably has long been considered desir-
able in surgeons, and by some has been urged as a desid-
eratum for all engaged in work requiring manual dex-
terity. In England the matter has been carried so far
that an "Ambidextral Culture Society" has been formed,
which distributes considerable literature on the sub-
ject. At first sight such a faculty seems eminently de-
sirable, and undoubtedly is so in a limited number of
callings. In any attempt to supersede a natural and
instinctive manner of doing things it is well to dispas-
sionately review the why and wherefore of the process
before suggesting sweeping changes, and it is doubtful
whether the Ambidextral Culture Society has done this.
Harman1 has recently sought to explain why we are

naturally righthanded, and to show that our apparent
righthandedness is in reality a form of ambidexterity.
He suggests that our righthandedness comes down to us

from the period when human ascendency was dependent
on physical prowess, and depends on the knowledge of
the vulnerable heart region. Under such circumstances,
he suggests, man learned to use his right arm as a fight¬
ing arm and his left arm as a shield arm. This tend¬
ency has been inherited, and is seen to-day in the use
of the right hand as the active agency, while the left
is used as a supplementary assistant. Harman's argu¬
ment is that the supplementary work performed by the
left hand is, in its way, just as important as the active
work performed by the right. In other words, while
we are not ambidextrous in the strict sense of the word,
we are eminently gifted with co-ordination of bimanual
action. This being the case, it would seem undesirable
to advocate any widespread training such as the Am¬
bidextral Culture Society suggests.

CONGENITAL MYATONIA.
Myatonia\p=m-\as opposed to myotonia or motor spasm\x=req-\

is the term applied by Oppenheim to a condition of de-
ficiency or absence of muscular tone that he has ob-
served especially in children during the first year or
two of life. It may involve the entire body or it maybe confined to certain portions, the affected parts beingflaccid and motionless. The tendon-reflexes are dimin-
ished or abolished, and the involved joints are unduly
movable, while active motion is impaired. The mus-
cles supplied by the cranial nerves usually escape, as
does also the diaphragm. The affected muscles are

flaccid, soft and thin, and the electrical reactions are
diminished quantitatively. Intelligence, sensibility and
the special senses do not suffer, and the functions of
the sphincters are preserved. The condition appears tobe of congenital origin, and it is thought to be due to
an arrest in the development of the muscles. It dif-
fers from progressive muscular dystrophy in the ab-

1. British Medical Journal, Jan. 7, 1905.

sence of a familial tendency and in a failure of the
symptoms to progress ; from acute anterior poliomyelitis
in its congenital origin and in the absence of true mus¬
cular atrophy, of degenerative electrical reactions and
of changes in the ganglion cells of the anterior horns
of the spinal cord; from amaurotic family idiocy in the
tendency to improvement rather than to a fatal termi¬
nation, in the absence of changes in the eyegrounds and
of gross pathologic alterations in the nervous system.
A case of congenital myatonia with necropsy has re¬

cently been reported by Dr. William G. Spiller.1 The
patient was a male child, 22 months old, born without
complication at term and breastfed. Nothing was noticed
until the age of 5 months, when he did not seem nor¬

mally to take notice of things about him. He was at
no time able to hold objects in his hand. He was fairly
well developed, and the muscles appeared not to be
wasted, though soft and flabby. Muscular power wasdiminished and the knee jerks and the heel jerks were
absent. The legs could be overextended on the thighs.
The child was able to sit unaided only for a minute
or two, though the head would fall slightly forward.
He had always been unable to stand. Death resulted
from some intercurrent febrile disorder. On postmor¬tem examination, the absence of muscular rigidity was
striking, the hypotonicity being not less than duringlife. There was an excess of subcutaneous fat, and the
muscles, were pale, flabby and small in size, and theycontained a large amount of fatty connective tissue,with a considerable increase in the nuclei. The muscle-
fibers were reduced in size, with well-preserved trans¬
verse striation and less distinct longitudinal sfriation.The brain, the nervous system, the cord and the periph¬eral nerves were found normal, both macroscopicallyand microscopically. The essential lesion would thus
appear to consist in an arrest in the development of themuscle-fibers, and, accordingly, some measure of im¬
provement may be hoped for in cases subjected early toappropriate treatment, including, in addition to a
nutritious diet, passive and active exercise and elec¬trical stimulation of the affected parts.

Medical News.
CALIFORNIA.

Unlicensed Practitioner Fined.\p=m-\"Dr." Annie D. Howe, Oak-land, was fined $300, January 30, for practicing medicine with-out a license, and paid the fine.
Personal.\p=m-\Dr. Thomas N. Sample, Fresno, has been electedphysician of Fresno County.\p=m-\Dr. P. C. Campbell, PointRichmond, has been appointed a member of the governor'sstaff.
Anti-Vaccination Bill Goes to House.\p=m-\Senator Leavitt'santi-vaccination bill, after a strenuous fight, was passed bythe senate, February 8, by a vote of 22 to 15, and has now goneto the assembly.
Automobile Sterilizer.\p=m-\SanFrancisco is to have an automo-bile sterilizer weighing four tons, with a maximum speed offive miles an hour, and to cost $4.000. The disinfecting com-partment is large enough to hold all the bedding of the house-hold.

CONNECTICUT.
Emergency Hospital.\p=m-\Dr.John W. Johnson, Torrington,opened on February 11 an emergency hospital with a capacityof two beds, later to be increased to four.
1. University of Pennsylvania Med. Bull., January, 1905, p. 342.
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Personal.\p=m-\Dr.Elmer F. Blank has been re-elected president
of the Bridgeport Board of Health.-Dr. Samuel D. Otis,
Meriden, slipped on the ice and fell, January 30, dislocating
one knee.-On February 1 Dr. George L. Beardsley entered
on his two years' duty as health officer of Derby.
Bequests to Grace Hospital.—The Probate Court has decided

that $10,000 shall be paid to Grace Hospital from the estate
of the late Charles D. Hall, and that, on the death of Miss
Amelia M. Stannard, who holds a life interest in the estate,
$30,000 from the estate of the late Mrs. Sylvia C. Hall will
be available for the hospital.
January Deaths.—During January 1,402 deaths were re¬

ported, 141 more than in December, 38 less than in January,
1904, and 35 more than the January average for the five pre¬
vious years. The death-rate was equivalent to an annual mor¬
tality of 17.3 per 1,000. Pneumonia caused 189 deaths; dis¬
eases of the nervous system, 168; heart disease, 135; consump¬
tion, 134; influenza, 66; violence, 64; bronchitis, 39, and diph¬
theria, 37.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
Government Clerks Must Pay Their Physicians.—A bill has

been introduced in the house requiring government clerks to
pay their debts, including medical fees. The measure provides
that whenever any civil service employe of the United States
shall, after three demands in writing, refuse to pay an indebt¬
edness for house rent, fuel, groceries, household necessities,
clothing, physicians' services, etc., "consistent with such em¬

ploye's social position in life," provided the indebtedness shall
have been contracted after entrance into the service, such re¬
fusal shall be cause for immediate suspension. Suspension
shall continue until settlement is made. If a satisfactory
settlement is not made within three months, the employe
"shall be stricken from the rolls as incompetent and unworthy."

GEORGIA.
Wesley Hospital Assured.—The Christmas offering of more

than $27,000 made by Georgia Methodists for the benefit
of Wesley Memorial Hospital, Atlanta, has assured the success
of the enterprise. Work on the building will be commenced
in a few weeks.
Personal.—Dr. Charles F. Benson has been re-elected presi¬

dent of the Atlanta Board of Health.-Dr. William L. Gil¬
bert, Atlanta, has been appointed surgeon of the First Cavalry,
Georgia State Troops, with the rank of major, vice Dr. William
W. Owens, Savannah, resigned.
Medical Training School Opens.—The Southern Medical

Training School, designed primarily for the training of medi¬
cal missionaries, but also offering instruction to students of
medicine and nurses, was opened February 2 in Atlanta. Dr.
J. McFadden Gaston is chairman of the trustees of the insti¬
tution.
Ill and Injured.—Dr. Samuel A. Visanka, Atlanta, has been

seriously ill with typhoid fever.-Dr. James C. Fussell, Fitz¬
gerald, was injured, February 8, in a runaway accident.-Dr.
Henry W. Clements, Lenox, while hunting, February 3, shot
himself through the left foot, necessitating the amputation of
two toes.

ILLINOIS.
Hospital Sunday in Evanston.—On February 12 nearly

$4,000 was contributed by the churchgoers of Evanston for
the benefit of the Evanston Hospital.
Fire Destroys Office.—In a fire in East St. Louis, February

10, the office of Dr. James W. Rendleman was destroyed, and
also the furniture and instruments of the late Dr. A. C. Corr
of Carlinville, which had not yet been removed.
Early Diagnosis of Tuberculosis.—The State Board of Health

has issued for distribution to physicians throughout the state
a circular on "The Early Diagnosis of Tuberculosis," which in¬
cludes in concise and systematic form all the information on
the diagnosis of the disease to be obtained from a review of
American and foreign medical literature.
Aerial Disinfection.—The State Board of Health is preparing

to make an elaborate series of investigations on aerial disin¬
fection by formaldehyd to ascertain definitely the value of a
process recently recommended by the State Board of Health
of Maine. This process is simple, and requires no lamp or
other heat which might be a source of danger from fire. It
consists simply of pouring formaldehyd solution on perman¬
ganate of potash, the only requirement being that the formal-

dehyd solution be of good and reliable quality and used in
proper proportion to the permanganate of potash.

Chicago.
Antispitting Crusade.—Acting on orders from the chief of

police, violators of the antispitting ordinance were arrested
February 20. On the first day 171 arrests were made.
Library Bequeathed to Rush.—By the will of the widow of

the late George P. A. Healy, the fine medical library collected
by the late artist is bequeathed to Rush Medical College.
Deaths of the Week.—During the week ended February 18,

630 deaths were reported. Pneumonia led the death causes
with 136; consumption caused 73 deaths; heart diseases, 45;
Bright's disease, 36; bronchitis, 35; violence 34, and small¬
pox 4.
Many Deaths.—A total of 426 deaths was recorded during

the first four days of the week—a total which represents an
annual death rate of 30.2 per 1,000. This is a figure not reached
before since 1866, and the officials were apprehensive of a

record-breaking week. Fortunately, the returns fell from this
daily average of 106.5 to an average of 68 during the last threedays, and the mean mortality rate of the week was only 16.50,
as compared with 17.61 for the corresponding week of last
year, and of 16.83 for the average February death rate of the
previous decennium. There was a marked reduction in the re¬

ported deaths from the contagious diseases of childhood, from
influenza and from typhoid fever, as compared with the pre¬
ceding week. The respective totals of these deaths are 20
for the week and 38 for the week ended February 18. Lab¬
oratory indications point to a continued decrease of diphtheria;
only 1 out of 32 cultures showed the presence of the diph¬
theria bacillus, while during the week before it was found in 7
cultures out of 34. On the other hand, the influenza bacillus
was found in 13 of the 32 cases of suspected diphtheria, and the
bacteriologists believe that influenza is frequently diagnosed
as diphtheria.

INDIANA.
Aimed at Patent Medicine Men.—A bill has been introduced

by Senator Mountz which provides that it shall be unlawful
to sell or to offer for sale any proprietary medicine, unless the
correct formula shall be printed on each package. The fine
for violation of this law is elastic, ranging from $5 to $1,000.
Personal.—Dr. John F. Robertson, Indianapolis, has been ap¬

pointed assistant deputy coroner of Marion County.-Dr. C.
Homer Stalker has resigned as surgeon of the Indiana State
Soldiers' Home.-Dr. Samuel M. Ried, Muncie, is critically
ill.-Dr. Noah S. Wood, Anderson, is seriously ill.-Dr.John N. Parr, Jolietville, who has been ill with influenza, has
had a relapse and is in a critical condition.-Dr. Francis M.
Warford, Cicero, is reported to be critically ill.
yerdict for Defendant.—In a suit in which Dr. David Gardner,

acting health officer. Lehigh, Ind., and the City of Lehigh were
sued by Cyrus Miller for the value of property destroyed
through the alleged negligence and carelessness of the first
defendant, the jury found for the defendants. In order to
fumigate clothing of a smallpox patient residing outside the
city limits, Dr. Gardner brought the clothing to a vacant store,and proceeded to employ disinfection by formalin vapor. The
building took fire, and, with ten other buildings, was destroyed.
The court decided that the physician had not been negligent,
and that the city was not liable.
January Disease and Death.—In January influenza was the

most prevalent disease; in December bronchitis was most
prevalent. Pneumonia, which stood fifth in December, rose to
second place in January and scarlet fever and diphtheria in¬
creased. The order of disease prevalence was: Influenza,
pneumonia, tonsillitis, bronchitis, rheumatism, scarlet fever,
diphtheria, typhoid fever, smallpox, measles, whooping cough
and cerebrospinal meningitis. A decrease appears for small¬
pox, as compared with the corresponding month last year.
The figures are: 480 cases, with 8 deaths in 38 counties in
January. 1904, and 218 cases with 7 deaths in 27 counties in
1905. The cases of typhoid fever numbered 173, with 50
deaths in 41 counties. The same month of last year there
were 182 cases, with 38 deaths in 53 counties. This is an in¬
crease by this comparison. Three hundred and ninety-sixdeaths from tuberculosis occurred, as against 361 in Januarv.
1904. Of the deaths 177 were males and 219 females. Two
hundred and sixty-seven, or 67.5 per cent, were in the prime oflife period of 18 to 50. Of the females, 82 were mothers be¬
tween the ages of 18 and 40, and they left 168 orphans under
12 years of age. Of the males, 20 were fathers in the same
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age period, and they left 48 children under 12. Consumption,
therefore, in the one month made 216 orphans under 12, made
20 young widows and 82 young widowrers, and invaded over
300 homes. Pneumonia caused 558 deaths; in the same month
last year, 540. Deaths from all causes in January numbered
3,309, an annual rate of 14.7 per 1,000. In the same month
of last year the number was 3,117, the rate of 14.8 per 1,000.

MARYLAND.
Baltimore.

Pneumonia Leads.—There were 43 deaths last week from
pneumonia, only 21 being ascribed to consumption.
Book and Journal Club.—The Book and Journal Club of the

Medical and Chirurgical Faculty has been in existence nine
years, during which time it has collected and spent for the
library about $4,300. In addition to paying for the binding of
many journals, this money has purchased 57 journals yearly
and 258 books. The faculty was able last year to appropriate
only $1,200 to the expenses of its library. Of this $825 was

spent in salaries, $288 in journal subscriptions, $300 in bind¬
ing, $100 for typewriter and $75 for supplies, making the to¬
tal expenditures $1,588 and leaving a deficit of $388. The
club held its midwinter meeting February 15, when Dr.
William Osier gave a reception to Dr. William W. Keen of
Philadelphia, who spoke of his surgical reminiscences of the
war, and Dr. William H. Welch spoke on medical literature of
the Civil War.
Tuberculosis Dispensary Open.—The opening of the new

dispensary for tuberculous patients at the Johns Hopkins Hos¬
pital, built through the generosity of Mr. Henry Phipps, took
place February 21. The Laennec Society, founded some years
ago by Dr. William Osier for the study of tuberculosis and of
measures for its prevention, had charge of the ceremonies,
holding its monthly meeting at the same time. Dr. Henry
Barton Jacobs, the president of the Laennec Society, pre¬
sided and delivered an address on "The Origin and Rise of
Tuberculosis Dispensaries"; Dr. Herman M. Biggs of the City
Health Department of New York spoke on "The Advantages
of a Tuberculosis Dispensary," and Dr. William Osier spoke
on "Tuberculosis in the General Hospital." The building is
substantial and in keeping with the architecture of the other
Johns Hopkins buildings. Its erection has consumed the entire
gift of $20.000. It is a dispensary pure and simple and in no

sense a sanatorium. Its chief purpose is to segregate tuber¬
culous from other patients. Mr. Phipps himself attended the
ceremonies. The dispensary will be under the charge of Dr.
Louis V. Hamman and assistants. Patients will be admitted
after March 1.
Johns Hopkins Hospital Work.—At the annual meeting of

the board of trustees of the Johns Hopkins Hospital, February
14, the report of the superintendent was presented. During
the year about $200.000 has been expended on improvements.
This includes the erection of the new surgical ward and the
tuberculosis dispensary; also reconstruction of the laundry,
with installation of a lot of new machinery, electric wiring of
the buildings and the installation of several dynamos, which
will make it possible to light the entire hospital with elec¬
tricity by June 1. The establishment of new quarters for the
orthopedic department, including a gymnasium, examining
rooms, plaster rooms, operating and dressing rooms, the open¬
ing of a new private ward and the building of a stable. Dur¬
ing the year ended January 31, 4,531 patients were treated,
2,296 males and 2,235 females, of whom 3,482 were white and
1.049 colored. Of these 3,327 were discharged as well or im¬
proved and 280 died, the percentage of mortality being 6.18.
In the dispensary about 61,000 visits were made by patients.
Dr. G. R. Holden was appointed resident gynecologist to suc¬
ceed Dr. F. C. Burnam, resigned, and Dr. Stephen Rushmore
was appointed assistant. Miss E. Blanche Sterling was ap¬
pointed assistant medical gymnast in the orthopedic dispensary.
Mrs. William Osier presented to the hospital a bronze profile of
her husband.

MASSACHUSETTS.
Beginning of Brigham Hospital.—The Peter Bent Brigham

Corporation has begun to acquire property on Bowdoin Street,
near Cambridge Street, in the West End, Boston.
Cremation in Favor.—Cremation is gaining in favor with

people of Boston and vicinity, as shown by the increased num¬
ber of cremations at Mount Auburn cemetery. In 1904 there
were 180, as against 153 in 1903.

Dipsomaniacs Cured.—At a legislative hearing relative to
the abolition of the Massachusetts Hospital for Dipsomaniacs
and Inebriates at Foxboro, the trustees testified that during
the past five years 21 per cent, of those admitted had been
discharged cured.
Waltham Medical Examiner.—A strong petition has been

filed with Gov. Douglass against the re-appointment of Dr.
Julian A. Mead of Watertown as medical examiner. Objec¬
tion is based chiefly on Dr. Mead's testimony in a recent
murder trial. Petitions favoring three Waltham practitioners
are being circulated.
Examination for Bacteriologists.—The position of bacteriolo¬

gist to the Cambridge Board of Health will be filled by a com¬
petitive examination to be conducted by Drs. Harold Ernst
and Hibbert Hills. Dr. John R. Sennot, who at present holds
the position, was appointed two years ago, and was not re-
appointed when his term expired February 1.
Street Car Air.—In a hearing before the legislative com¬

mittee on street railways on a petition asking for laws for
improved ventilation, John P. Fox maintained that he had ex¬
perimentally tested the air in the street cars of Boston on
bad days and had found that it contained only 9 parts of carbon
dioxid to 10,000, which he considered not at all injurious.
Personal.—Dr. W. R. Brinkerhoff, who was Dr. Tizzer's asso¬

ciate at Manila, has arrived at Alexandria, Egypt, en route
to join the Carnegie Archeologie Expedition to the Trans-
Caucasus, of which he is physician.-Dr. Albert L. Norris,
Cambridge, is seriously ill at the Corey Hill Surgical Hos¬
pital, Brookline.-Dr. and Mrs. William N. Swift, New Bed¬
ford, celebrated their silver wedding February 15.
Municipality Wins.—The Board of Health of Everett has

won in a suit brought against it by a Mrs. Salinger, in
whose house a case of smallpox occurred in 1901. The house
was at once taken for a pest-house, being rented at the full
regular rates. She brought suit to recover $3.000 more than
the rent because of "wear and tear and fumigation and the
evil reptitation of a pest-house," which she alleged had lessened
the value of the property.
Board of Health Changes.—Cambridge has a recurrence of its

board of health troubles. Dr. Felix MeOirr, who has been in
charge of the contagious hospital the past year, was refused a

re-election, and Dr. David C. Dow, who preceded him, was again
elected. Dr. Edwin Farnham was re-elected medical inspectorand physician of the board of health, and Dr. C. P. Feeley was
elected school inspector in place of Dr. John P. Nelligan. Dr.
Charles G. Weeks was re-elected chairman of the board.
Tufts Medical Announcements.—President Capin of Tufts

College reports that there are this year in the medical school
400 students and 107 instructors. The following new appoint¬
ments have been made: Dr. Henry B. Chandler, pro¬
fessor of ophthalmology; Dr. Walter Elmore Fernald, clinical
lecturer in mental diseases; Dr. Charles Melville Whitney, in¬
structor in genito-urinary diseases, and Dr. Ralph Clinton
Larrabee, instructor in clinical medicine and hematology.
Hospital Concerts.—Six hospital concerts will be given dur¬

ing March, under the personal supervision of Dr. John Dix-
well, by trained professionals, under the auspices of the Hos¬
pital Music Fund: March 1, at the Church Ilome for Orphan
and Destitute Children; March 5, at the Children's Hospital;
March 10, at the Mt. Hope Home for Children; March 12, at
the Brookline Free Hospital for Women ; March 19, at the
Woman's Charity Club Hospital, and the Cushing Hospital,
and March 26, at the New England Baptist Hospital.
Newton Hospital Report.—During 1904, 927 patients were

cared for in the Newton Hospital, an increase of 13 per cent.
over 1903. The cost per patient in the genera] wards was
$13.51 per week, and in the contagious wards $16. The en¬
dowment fund has been increased by $7,000 during the year,
and $10.109 was contributed by the churches on Hospital Sim-
day. The hospital itself has earned during the year $32,210
out of the total receipts of $56.871, a balance over expenses of
$2,895. The total assets as reported by the treasurer are
$231,681.
State Registration of Nurses.—Energetic efforts are being

made by the Massachusetts State Nurses' Association and its
friends to secure the passage of a bill for the registration of
nurses. Their measure is strongly supported by nurses and
physicians, but opposed by others who find fault with the re¬

quirements of the bill, which would exclude nurses who are
graduates of many of the smaller hospitals and also object to
the stipulation that the board of registration shall be appointed
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by the governor from a list to be submitted to him by the
association.
Dealers in Pure Food Crusade.—The activity of the State

Board of Health in prosecutions for sale of impure food has in¬
duced the dealers in the Faneuil Hall Market, Boston, to adopt
the following resolution: "We will not knowingly sell or have
in our possession with intent to sell any article of food that
contains any preservative or foreign substance intended to
improve the condition or appearance of the same, and we will
notify all manufacturers from whom we are purchasing our

supplies, that we will not receive or handle goods so prepared."
Children's Hospital Report.—During the last year there were

treated at the Boston Children's Hospital 1,505 cases in the
hospital proper, and 28,008 in the out-patient department, of
which 6,341 were new eases. The great increase since 1890,
when there were 442 house patients and 1,712 new out¬
patients, emphasizes the fact that the work of the hospital
has outgrown its accommodations. There is an annual deficit
of $13,000. Plans for a new hospital to be located near the
new Harvard Medical School are near completion. The Con¬
valescent Home in Wellesley is now nearly finished.
Technology Students Healthy.—Dr. Franklin White, medical

adviser to the Massachusetts institute of Technology, reports
that during the last year only 185 out of the 1,600 students
consulted him. Two left their work because of pulmonary
tuberculosis and two because of heart disease. A few were
sent to the Massachusetts General Hospital, where the insti¬
tute has free beds. His investigations of the general health
of the students shows that two-thirds of the members of the
junior and senior classes are never absent a day because of
illness, that only about 10 per cent, had any important illness
during their four years' course, and that nearly all finished in
good general health. Lack of physical exercise and inefficient
sleep are the common causes of illness among the students.

MICHIGAN.
State Board Appointments.—Dr. Angus McLean, Detroit,

has been appointed a member of the State Board of Health,
vice Dr. Daniel A. MacLachlan, term expired. Dr. Malcolm
Sinclair, Grand Rapids, succeeds Dr. Collins H. Johnston as a
member of the board.
Comparative Disease Prevalence.—For January, compared

with the average for January in the ten years, 1895-1904,
smallpox, measles and cholera morbus were more than usually
prevalent; scarlet fever, pneumonia, intermittent fever, ery¬
sipelas, diphtheria, whooping cough, puerperal fever, remittent
lever and dysentery were less than usually prevalent.
The Most Dangerous Communicable Diseases.—Whooping

cough was reported in Michigan during January at 10 places;
meningitis at 15 places; measles at 63 places; diphtheria at
83 places; scarlet fever at 109 places; pneumonia at 101 places;
smallpox at 104 places; typhoid fever at 108 places; and con¬

sumption at 267 places. Whooping cough was reported pres¬
ent at 9 places less; meningitis at 10 places more; measles at
12 places more; diphtheria at 8 places less; scarlet fever at
17 places less; pneumonia at 19 places more; smallpox at 3
places more; typhoid fever at 3 places more, and consumption
at 26 places more in January than in the preceding month.
Mortality of Michigan During January.—The total number

of deaths for January was 3,084, corresponding to an annual
death rate of 14.2 per 1,000. This rate is higher than that
for the preceding month, which was 13.0 per 1,000, but lower
than that for January, 1904, which was 14.7 per 1.000. Im¬
portant causes of deaths were as follows: Tuberculosis, 222;
typhoid fever, 37; diphtheria, 56; scarlet fever, 16; measles,
14; whooping cough, 3; pneumonia, 352; diarrheal diseases of
infants under 2 years of age, 54; meningitis, 38; influenza,
120; cancer, 142, and accidents and violence, 139. There was
an unusually large number of deaths from smallpox during
the month, distributed as follows: 1 in Battle Creek City,
Calhoun County; 2 in Hillsdale City, Hillsdale County, 5 in
Jackson City, and 2 in Columbia township, Jackson County.

NEW JERSEY.
Montclair Hospital Opens.—Mountainside Hospital, Mont-

clair, opened its new building, February 7. By the comple¬
tion of the new building, which cost $30,000, the hospital has
now separate buildings for medical and surgical cases.
Medical Examiners Reappointed.—The senate confirmed the

nomination of Drs. Davis P. Borden, Paterson, Charles A.
Groves, Orange, and E. L. B. Godfrey, Camden, for reappoint-
ment as members of the State Board of Medical Examiners.

Camden's Health.—The report of contagious diseases for the
month ended February 15, is as follows: Scarlet fever, 7;
diphtheria, 19; tuberculosis, 7, making a total of 33. Last
month cases of a contagious disease reported aggregated 64,
making a decrease of 31. Tuberculosis is now classed among
contagious diseases.
Bequests.—By the will of the late Dr. James D. Tantum,

Trenton, $20,000 was devised to Mercer Hospital; $10,000 to
St. Francis' Hospital, Trenton; $5,000 to McKinley Hospital,
and $5,000 to the German Hospital, Philadelphia,, all for the
endowment of free beds.-Mrs. Mary E. Ryle, Paterson, left
$20,000 to the Paterson General Hospital.
Physician vs. Medical Society.—Dr. Wilson G. Bailey, who

was charged with violating the Principles of Ethics, and who
was to have been tried before the board of censors of the Cam-
den County Medical Society, has tendered his resignation as a
member thereof. Dr. Bailey was charged with testifying in
court against a fellow practitioner in violation of the Prin¬
ciples of Ethics.
Personal.—Dr. Onan B. Gross, Camden, and family, have gone

to California for the winter.-Drs. Herman C. H. Herold and
L. Eugene Hollister have been confirmed as members of the
Newark Board of Health.-The staff of the Elizabeth Gen¬
eral Hospital and Dispensary gave a banquet at the Astor
House, New York City, January 19, in honor of Dr. Alonzo
Pettit, president of the staff, who retired after a service of 27
years, at which he was presented with a silver loving cup.-
Dr. W. Blair Stewart has been elected president of the medical
staff of the Atlantic City Hospital, vice Dr. Byron C. Penning-
ton, deceased; Dr. Elisha C. Chew, vice-president, and Dr. Will¬
iam Edgar Damali, secretary.-Dr. William C. Sandy, New¬
ark, has been appointed fourth assistant physician of the State
Hospital for the Insane.

NEW YORK.
Typhoid in Poughkeepsie.—There are at present 26 cases of

typhoid fever in Vassar Hospital. The cases are of a much
more severe type than those of last year.
Scarlet Fever Epidemic.—There are 69 cases of scarlet fever

in Mount Vernon, and new cases are being reported at the rate
of six to seven daily. New Rochelle and White Plains are
also suffering from an epidemic of the same disease. The
Board of Health of Mount Vernon has passed a resolution com¬

pelling all milk companies to sterilize and disinfect bottles
before refilling them ; failure to comply is punishable by a fineof $50.
News from the Legislature.—The following resolution aims

at an investigation of the present situation with reference to
the adulteration of foods and medicines: "Resolved, That the
commissioner of health be and hereby is requested to furnish
to this house a statement of what effort has been made on the
part of the Department of Health for the enforcement of said
statute, and whether, in his opinion, other or increased facil¬
ities or enactments are essential for the proper enforcementof the pure food law within the state."-A measure has been
introduced which provides drastic regulations for the employes
of milk stations where, it is alleged, most of the adulteration
is done. The bill provides that every person employed at a
milk station shall take out a license from the state com¬
missioner of agriculture. He must pledge himself under oath
not to adulterate nor to permit the adulteration of milk. Viola¬
tion carries with it disqualification for work in a milk station,
in addition to the other penalties now provided.-The annual
report of the state fiscal supervisor recommends appropriations
for new buildings, improvements, etc.. for the state charitable
institutions that will aggregate $517,075, and the total appro¬
priations for maintenance, etc., will aggregate over $2,000,000.
-In the absence of Senator Eisberg, another coroner's bill has
been originated and advanced to the third reading by unani¬
mous consent. This measure reduces the number of coroners
in Manhattan from four to two, in Queens and in the Bronx
from two to one. and leaves the number unchanged in Kings
and Richmond. It fixes the salaries at an increased figure.

Buffalo.
Found Guilty.—Isaac A. Finch was found guilty in the

County Court of practicing medicine without a license. He
treated Otilia Hoffman before her death for cancer and then
sent in a bill to the surrogate against the estate. The bill was
disallowed on the discovery that Finch was not a physician.
Personal.—Dr. Roswell Park gave an informal party in honorof Hon. Charles Jerome Bonaparte of Baltimore.-Dr. DeVillo
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W. Harrington, who has been ill, is in Washington, D. C, con¬
valescing.-Dr. Julius Ullman was host of the evening at the
regular monthly meeting of the /Esculapian Club. A paper on
"Nephrolithiasis" was read by Dr. Charles Hoffman.
Central Union Library Wanted.—There is considerable agita¬

tion for a club home of the various clubs and societies of
Buffalo where also the large medical library now distributed
in the University of Buffalo library and the Grosvenor library
could be amalgamated into one large and useful library and
where lecture-rooms and club rooms could be at the disposal
of physicians and medical clubs. Liberal offers of cash dona¬
tions have already been made by a few physicians, and the
subscriptions, in addition to the reserve fund of the Buffalo
Academy of Medicine, amounting to $2,000 or $3,000, would be
a nucleus for the acquisition of property.

New York City.
Maternity Opened.—The Manhattan Maternity and Dispen¬

sary at 327 East Sixtieth Street was formally opened Feb¬
ruary 15.
Death from Yellow Fever.—A sailor on the steamer Orizaba,

from Colon, on February 10, developed 3'ellow fever and died
at the Swinburne Island Hospital.
More Spitters Caught.—Again the police squad attached to

the Health Department have been on a hunt for these offenders.
Thirty arrests were made in one evening in the theater district.
German Hospital Dispensary to Build.—The German Hos¬

pital has sold its dispensary at One Hundred and Thirty-
seventh Street and Second Avenue, and will build a new one
near the site of the hospital building at Park Avenue and
Seventy-sixth Street.
Personal.—Dr. Emil Mayer has been appointed chief of

clinic to the ear, nose and throat department of the Mount
Sinai Hospital Dispensary.-Dr. James J. Walsh, who was
in the wreck on the New York Central at Whitesboro, February
4, received a severe scalp wound requiring four stitches.
A Hospital for Insanity.—-At a meeting in the interests of

the American Institute for Scientific Research it was announced
that the society had received a gift of $5,000, on condition that
it raised $20,000, no limit being set as to the time required
to secure this sum. As soon as the amount in the treasury
warrants, it is planned to open a hospital where insanity may
be treated as in hospitals on the continent.
Contagious Diseases.—There were reported to the sanitary

bureau for the week ended February 11, 368 eases of tuber¬
culosis, with 181 deaths; 275 cases of diphtheria, with 42
deaths; 246 cases of scarlet fever, with 14 deaths; 201 cases
of measles, with 3 deaths; 28 cases of typhoid fever, with 4
deaths; 3 cases of smallpox, with 1 death; 101 cases of chicken-
pox, and 29 deaths from cerebrospinal meningitis.
First Aid.—The annual report of the Society for Instruction

in First Aid to the Injured showed that 1,979 persons had re¬
ceived instruction from the society's agents. The total num¬
ber instructed since organization is 19,435, of which 14,231
have passed examinations and received diplomas. At presentthe society is conducting 21 classes, 11 of which are in the
public schools.
Cerebrospinal Meningitis.—The health commissioner states

that while there are more deaths from this disease than there
should be, they are probably due to the carrying over of cases
from last year into this. During an epidemic thirty years agothe cases carried over from the year of the epidemic into the
following year. A series of experiments with a proposed new
cure for cerebrospinal meningitis are being carried on at Gou¬
verneur Hospital, the report of which will be presented to thecounty medical society in due time.
Leprosy in New York.—Dr. Charles F. Roberts, the leprosyexpert of the Health Department, denies the allegation of Dr.

Dyer, consulting expert of the Louisiana leprosy camp, thatthere are two hundred lepers walking about the city. Dr.
Roberts says that there are only three cases known to the
health officials, and that these are public charges on Black-
well's Island. All the cases came here from other places. Dr.
Roberts has never seen a case contracted in this country, and
says that there is no reason for alarm.
The Subway Dust.—Among the arguments made for and

against the continuance of a temporary injunction restrainingcity officials from removing the signs, slot machines and news¬
paper stands from the subway, George A. Soper, sanitary en¬
gineer, claimed that the subway is a dust pocket and its sta¬
tions traps for the retention of microbes and bacteria. The

diseases that are to be apprehended from this dust are pneu¬
monia, bronchitis, whooping cough, diphtheria, influenza and
tonsillitis. On the other side it wa3 claimed that the metal
frames used on the signs, instead of harboring bacteria, actuallydestroyed them.

PENNSYLVANIA.
Personal.—Dr. Addison M. Rothrock has resigned as anes¬

thetist of the Chester County Hospital.-Dr. H. Melvin Allen,
Reading, has been elected captain of Company A, Fourth In¬
fantry, N. G. Pa.
Convicted of Illegal Practice.—Joseph C. Densten, Scranton,

who claimed to have graduated from Jefferson Medical Collegein 1869, was found guilty, February 8, of practicing medicine
without a license.
Sentenced for Malpractice.—Dr. Nathan Penrose, Allegheny,

who was found guilty of criminal malpractice whereby the
death of a young woman resulted in 1903, was sentenced Feb¬
ruary 3 to imprisonment for three years in the Western Peni¬
tentiary.
State Sanitarians Favor Free Antitoxin.—The free distribu¬

tion of antitoxin by the state for the treatment of diphtheria
was discussed at the closing session of the Associated Health
Authorities and Sanitarians at its annual meeting in Harris-
burg, February 15. It was advised that the committee on
legislation should draft a bill for the attainment of this objectand present it to the present session of the legislature if pos¬sible. The following officers were elected: President ex-
oflicio, Governor Samuel Pennypacker; vice-presidents, Drs.
Thomas N. McKee, Kittanning, Robert S. Maison, Chester,and H. E. Heiler, Hilltown; treasurer, Dr. Jesse Green, West
Chester, and secretary, Dr. W. R. Batt, Philadelphia.

Philadelphia.
Bequests.—By the will of Isaac Rosskam the Jewish Hos¬

pital Association receives $2,500; the Jewish Foster Home and
Orphan Asylum, $2,000; National Jewish Home for Consump¬tives, Denver, Colo., $2,000, and Free Hospital for Consump¬tives, White Haven, $1,000.
Municipal Hospital Report.—During January 146 patients

were received at the hospital, 104 were discharged, and 24
died. The total number in the institution, January 31, was
188. The deaths for the month were as follows: Diphtheria18, scarlet fever 5, other disease (not specified) 1. There is
no smallpox in the institution at this time.
Health Report.—The total number of deaths reported for

the week was 599. This is a decrease of 13 from last week,
and a decrease of 4 from the corresponding period of last year.Of the 599 deaths reported, 122 were caused by pneumonia, 14by influenza, 63 by pulmonary tuberculosis, 20 by bronchitis,and 3 by pleurisy, making a total of 222 deaths due to disease
of the respiratory tract. The principal causes of death were
typhoid fever 13, diphtheria 2, cancer 23, paralysis 29, heartdisease 59, enteritis 16, and Bright's disease 51. The con¬
tagious disease cases reported numbered 224, with 30 deaths,
as compared with 199 eases and 23 deaths for the precedingweek.
Work of Health Bureau for January.—In the division of

medical inspection the number of inspections made, excludingschools, aggregated 2,932. The total number of visits to
schools was 5,154; 1,111 children were excluded from school;1,551 persons were vaccinated; 123 injections of antitoxin were
administered; 768 cultures were taken; 536 fumigations were
ordered; and 97 cases were examined for special diagnosis.The report from the bactériologie laboratory shows that 2,295
cultures were examined for diphtheria, 346 specimens of bloodfor Widal's reaction, 240 specimens of milk, 112 specimens ofsputum, 1,676 bottles of antitoxin were supplied, and in the
chemical laboratory 184 analyses were made. The division of
vital statistics reports 1,996 deaths and 2,774 births.
New Hospital Opened.—The Union Mission Hospital at

Fourth Street and Columbia Avenue was opened with formal
ceremonies, February 22. This hospital has been established
largely through the munificence and efforts of Mr. John B.
Stetson. It is a three-story brick building, with a roof garden,especially arranged for the treatment of heat cases during the
summer months, tents and tubs being erected for the special
care of such conditions. The hospital will accommodate about
50 ward patients, and has 11 private rooms. An electrical de¬
partment has been instituted in the building, with an œ-rayand Finsen light plant. The following gentlemen compose themajor staff of the institution : Medicine, Dr. John II. Dripps ;

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a University of Michigan User  on 06/18/2015



surgery, Dr. Harry C. Deaver; gynecology, Dr. Charles P.
Noble; neurology, Dr. Henry P. Boyer; ophthalmology, Dr.
Isaac Leopold; otology and laryngology, Dr. Charles B. Warder;
dermatology, Dr. Jay F. Schamberg, and pathologist, Dr. Lewis
S. Somers.

GENERAL.
American Anti-Tuberculosis League to Meet.—This body will

hold its next meeting at Atlanta, Ga., April 17-19. The presi¬
dent is Dr. George Brown, Atlanta, Ga.
Medical Journal Suffers from a Fire.—The Medical Library

and Historical Journal announces that the almost total de¬
struction by fire of the establishment of its printers will de¬
lay the publication of the January number. This issue was

being printed and it will be duplicated as soon as possible.
The Social Evil.—The American Society for Sanitary and

Moral Prophylaxis was organized February 15 at a meeting of
thirty physicians, clergymen and men of public spirit at the
New York Academy of Medicine. It was stated that the so¬

ciety proposed to make an endeavor to have the social evil
dealt with by the health department just as they handled
other contagious and infectious diseases. It is suggested that
circulars and pamphlets by competent authorities be distrib¬
uted in colleges and schools where young men may get some
idea of the extent of the peril to which they submit them¬
selves. There is already $10,000 pledged to start the work.
Officers will be elected at the next meeting.
Favor Bill to Organize the Army Medical Corps.—The House

Committee on Military Affairs has authorized a favorable re¬

port on the Senate bill reorganizing the Medical Corps of the
Army. The committee amended the bill by reducing the
number of officers provided in the Senate bill in the regular
corps, but making an actual increase in the present corps,
as follows: Four colonels, 6 lieutenant-colonels, 25 majors,
60 captains or first lieutenants. By the terms of the bill
these additional officers displace 135 contract surgeons now a

part of the corps. The provision of the bill establishing a

reserve medical corps by commissioning civilian physicians
was amended by a provision forfeiting such commissions in
case their holders refuse to perform service. The four mem¬
bers of the committee who opposed the bill in committee, on
the ground that the auxiliary corps would be used as a means

of securing promotions and further legislation for the active
corps, gave notice of amendments to be offered in the House.

Army Medical Corps Examinations.—Preliminary examina¬
tions for appointment of assistant surgeons in the Army will
be held May 1 and Aug. 1, 1905, at points to be hereafter
designated. Full information and permission to appear for
examination can be obtained from the Surgeon General, U. S.
Army, Washington, D. C. The essential requirements to se¬

curing an invitation are that the applicant shall be a citizen
of the United States, shall be between 22 and 30 years of
age, a graduate of a medical school legally authorized to con¬

fer the degree of doctor of medicine, shall be of good moral
character and habits, and shall have had at least one year's
hospital training or its equivalent in practice. The examina¬
tions will be held concurrently throughout the country at
points where boards can be convened. Due consideration will
be given to the localities from which applications are re¬

ceived, in order to lessen the traveling expenses of applicants
as much as possible. In order to perfect all necessary arrange¬
ments for the examinations of May 1, applications must be
complete and in possession of the,Surgeon General by April
1, and for the examination of August 1, by July 1. There are
at present twenty vacancies in the Medical Corps of the Army.

CANADA.
The Canadian Association for the Prevention of Consump¬

tion.—The annual meeting of the Canadian Association for the
Prevention of Tuberculosis is to be held at Ottawa on March 15.
Vital Statistics of St. John, N. B., 1904.—There were 739

deaths in St. John, N. B., in 1904, as compared with 771 for
1903. Of the total number of deaths 358 were males and 381
females. Two hundred and fifty-eight cases of contagious dis¬
eases Avere registered, with eighteen deaths.
A Union Banquet in Montreal.—It is good to be able to an¬

nounce that the profession of Montreal, English and French,
are drawing closer together day by day. February 21, both
sections of the profession will enjoy a banquet under the joint
patronage of the Montreal Medico-Chirurgieal Society and the
Montreal La Société Médicale.

Winnipeg News.—Dr. Neill J. McLean, Winnipeg, who wentto London over a year ago, has been enrolled as a licentiate
of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of London,
England.-Dr. Frank Wesbrook, Minneapolis, formerly of
Winnipeg, recently visited Winnipeg.-Dr. Bracken, secre¬
tary of the Board of Health of Minnesota, has been in Winni¬
peg recently gathering some statistics regarding the health of
that city.
Special Report Regarding Tuberculosis in Montreal.—Last

June, Dr. de Martigny, Montreal, was sent to Paris by the
hygienic committee of Montreal to study the Marmorek sys¬
tem of curing consumption. After some months of work, he
has returned to Montreal and states in his report that he is
thoroughly convinced of the wonderful efficacy of this serum,
and feels positive that if the treatment were applied to the
consumptives of Montreal that in ten years tuberculosis would
be as rare in that city as smallpox.
Some Reminiscences of the Toronto General Hospital.—Dr.

Charles O'Reilly, medical superintendent of the Toronto Gen¬
eral Hospital, was appointed to that office in 1876, and has
ever since filled the position in an able manner. During his
administration there have been 4,000 births in the institution,
and the number of patients admitted annually has increased
from 972 in 1876 to 3,811 in 1904. During that time Dr.
O'Reilly has supervised the training of 220 house surgeons,
some of whom have since gained wide distinction in the ranks
of medicine.
Hospital News.—Dr. A. M. Campbell has been appointed

medical superintendent of the Winnipeg General Hospital. The
number of patients treated in this institution during January,
1905, was 593; the number of deaths 40.-The number of
patients treated in the Dauphin, Man., General Hospital, dur¬
ing 1904, was 334; 247 males and 87 females. The death rate
was 3.8 per cent.-On February 14. the addition to the Wood¬
stock, Ont., hospital was formally opened. The new operating
room is said to be one of the finest in Canada.-The annual
meeting of the Vancouver, B. C, General Hospital was held
February 8, and Dr. A. M. Robertson, the general superin¬tendent, reported that 851 patients were admitted to the wards
during 1904; 785 were discharged, and 58 remained. The
deaths numbered 63.
Personal.—Dr. Oskar Klotz has resigned from the gover¬

nor's fellowship in pathology at MoOill University. During the
tenure of the fellowship by Dr. Klotz he has done much valu¬
able research work. This fellowship is open to graduates in
medicine who have done some research work, is tenable for
two years and is worth $500 per annum.-Dr. R. A.
Pyne, for many years registrar of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario, has been admitted
to the "Whitney cabinet as minister of education.-
Drs. Walter Maybury and E. H. Adams, Toronto, who have
been in Jamaica studying the climate, have returned to Toronto.
-Dr. T. G Roddick, dean of the medical faculty of McGill
University, is spending a vacation in the Bahama Islands.-
Prof. J. George Adami of McGill University, has been elected
chairman of the board of management of the Montreal Leaguefor the Prevention of Tuberculosis to succeed Dr. Roddick, whohas resigned.-Dr. H. B. Cameron of Atlin. B. C. has returned
from a visit in Honolulu.-Dr. J. O. Reaume, Windsor, Ont.,has been appointed minister of public works of that province.

FOREIGN.
Medal in Honor of a French Victim to Professional Duty.—The Paris Mint has just struck off a medal in honor of Dr.

B. Teissier, who died at the age of 23 from the consequencesof an official medical mission to Egypt. The design for themedal is the work of Dr. P. Richer, the artist-physician of
Paris, and interweaves the dates, 1880-1903, with the out¬lines of the pyramids.
Physicians In the French Cabinet.—The new French Cabinetcontains two physicians, Dr. A. E. Gauthier, who is at the

head of the department of public works which includes rail¬
roads, etc., and Dr. J. Dubief, minister of commerce. Thelatter was chief of the Marseilles Insane Asylum, 1886-1893,and then of the Rhone Asylum until elected deputy a year
or so later. He has been a member of the Committee on La¬bor since 1902. The under-secretary of finance is also a phy¬sician, Dr. Merlou, who has served as deputy since 1880.
Consultations Concerning Infants.—Vienna has opened a

small establishment where mothers can bring their infantsfor inspection and advice. It is similar to the Consultations
de Nourissons, which have done such good service in Parisand in other French towns. Printed circulars and pure milk are
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given to the mothers, and the infant is weighed and inspected
generally at each visit. The consultation is intended only for
healthy infants, and is founded in the hope to keep the in¬
fants healthy by intelligent supervision. A physician is in
attendance every morning.
Campaign Against Tuberculosis in Switzerland.—Under the

presidency of Dr. Schmidt, director of sanitation at Berne, a
reunion of delegates of the various Swiss Cantons was held
at Olden for the purpose of discussing measures for com¬
bating tuberculosis. The Public Health Reports state that
a general program was approved having for its object the
instruction of the people regarding the means of diffusion of
tuberculosis and of defense against the disease. Legislative
measures recommended for adoption by the government of
Switzerland were outlined, and a committee was appointed to
represent Switzerland at the International Tuberculosis Con¬
gress to be held at Paris, October, 1905.
Some Ethical Questions In Germany.—The Medical Society of

Salzburg, Germany, has tried in every way to put an end to
the unlimited advertising in the local papers of dentists in
adjacent towns. The local dentists were under ethical re¬
strictions not to advertise, and the outsiders were the only
ones known to the general public. Under these conditions the
medical society voted to remove the restrictions to the adver¬
tising of their dental colleagues. The same body was re¬

cently warned by the authorities, à propos of a certain oc¬

currence, that any physician who referred a patient to a lay¬
man for venesection or for any similar procedure, rendered
himself liable to prosecution for co-operating in irregular
practices.
Suit for Publishing Facts on Atavism.—A Paris publisher,

Jouve, has been sued for $20.000 damages for selling to a

layman a copy of a graduation thesis by Cousin of Paris, en¬
titled "The Impregnation of the Mother," which discussed the
subject of indirect atavism. Soon after the pamphlet appeared,
a young man of Ardennes wrote for a copy of the pamphlet.
The publisher refused to sell him a copy at first, but finally
yielded to his urgent request and mailed to his unknown cus¬
tomer a copy of the thesis. After reading it the young man
broke his engagement with his fiancée, a widow, under the
pretext that he did not wish to risk having offspring which
might resemble the woman's first husband. Hence the damage
suit brought by the widow against the publisher of the thesis,
holding him responsible for the rupture. The Progrés Médical
gives the above details without comment in a recent issue.
Municipal Contract Practice.—An item has been going the

rounds of the lay and medical press to the effect that the
experiment of socializing medical attendance had been inaug¬
urated at Zurich, Switzerland. Each taxpayer was to pay
an additional dollar or less a year, and forty physicians were
to be appointed by the city, at a salary of $2,500, to care for
all the sick. Many editorials have been written on this news,
which was generally qualified as "important if true," but our
Swiss exchanges have never referred to the matter, and ithas never been mentioned in the letters from correspondents
at Zurich. Direct inquiry, we learn, has elicited that the item
has no foundation. It was first launched in an obscure Ger¬
man journal and was copied in the dailies, whence it found its
way into the medical press. Zurich has made no change in its
present system of city physician, school inspector and his as¬
sistant, these three physicians devoting their attention to
matters of hygiene and not practicing.
Prizes for Anti-Alcohol Literature.—In Germany there is a

total abstinence society among physicians which gives prizes
every year for the best anti-alcohol work presented. The
theme in 1903 was "Influence of Alcohol on the Heart of Warm-
Blooded Animals." The article which won the prize was
written by M. Kochman of Ghent, and the committee regardthe research on which it is based as representing a decided
progress in our knowledge of the action of alcohol on the heart.
Another work presented by O. Loeb of Heidelberg was also
deemed so fine that a second prize was raised and presented tohim. The theme for the current year is "Influence of VerySmall Amounts of Alcohol on the Functions of Mind and
Senses." Especial attention should be paid to the differences
in sensation and the threshold values, under alcohol. The judges
are Kraepelin of Munich, Grützner of Tübingen and Aschaffen-
burg of Cologne. The competing articles should be sent to Dr.
G. Keferstein at Lüneburg before April 1, 1906.
Honors to a Spanish Physician.—A Madrid exchange, the

Siglo Medico, relates in a recent issue that the community ofVillamartin de Campos recently had a celebration in honor of

the local physician, R. Fernandez y Rodriguez. He had served
for twenty-four years as "medico titular," and in token of
gratitude for his innumerable and important services, the town
changed the name of one of its principal streets to name it
after him. December 14 the authorities of the entire townshipand others gathered in this street and officially fastened in
place the plates bearing the new name of the street. The pro¬
cession then adjourned to the town hall, where four appreciativediscourses were made, and Dr. Fernandez was officially declared
the "adopted son" of the town. He replied personally to each
of the four speakers. The Siglo Medico remarks that this
simple and touching ceremony does honor both to the physi¬cian and to the town which conceived and carried it into execu¬
tion.

LONDON LETTER.
Premature Burial.

The subject of premature burial has been much discussed in
the papers in consequence of the following gruesome occurrence ;
A married woman, aged 28, was believed to be dead, and her
body clad only in a nightdress and covered by a sheet was
laid out in a cold room in the usual way. Six hours later the
undertaker, while measuring her for her colfin observed a
twitching movement of the eyelids and resorted to artificial
respiration, with the result that the woman was resuscitated,and ultimately recovered. Of the fact that the woman was be¬
lieved to be dead there is ample proof. Funeral coaches were
ordered, an insurance company was notified, and a physician's
certificate was obtained. The woman's history throws some
light on the case. She had been ill for a long time, and forseveral weeks had been confined to bed. She had taken but
little food, and had been subjected to the depressing influence
of cold. There also appears to have been a predisposition to thecataleptic state, as twice before, once when an infant, and againat the age of 15, she was said to have lain as if dead. The
danger of premature burial has taken strong hold of the mindsof certain persons who order in their wills that a vein shall be
opened by a physician after death or that their bodies shall be
kept for a certain period before burial. A society for the pre¬vention of premature burial was founded in London eight yearsago, and has just held its annual meeting, at which Dr. WalterHadwen delivered an address, entitled "The Need of Legisla¬tion Concerning Burial Reform." He said that the idea of
premature burial is in no way mythical; it is a fact that manypersons have been rescued from the tomb at the last moment.
Physicians should be held responsible for the certificates which
they give, and waiting mortuaries, like those in Germany,should be established to prevent any possible mistake. A
resolution was passed urging the importance of impressing thesubject on members of Parliament.

Medical Research in Egypt.
The Records of the Egyptian Government School of Medicine,vol. ii, recently published, contain important contributions totropical medicine. The three scourges of Egypt are malaria,ankylostoma, and bilharzia. The last is accountable for a largeproportion of the surgical cases, 16 per cent, of the in-patientsat the hospital of the school suffering directly from lesions pro¬duced by this parasite, and, according to the pathologic reportby Dr. Symmers, 7 per cent, of the deaths are directly due toit. In 100 consecutive admissions to the medical wards 35 pa¬tients were found to have the eggs in their urine, although only2 of these were suffering in any way from the infection. At

one period or other of life practically the whole native popula¬tion is infected. Dr. Philips contributes an interesting articleon the relation of malaria to ascites. In at least a third of the
cases of ascites no cause other than malaria could be found, butthe connection was not clearly established. A definite malarialcirrhosis of the liver occurred in a certain number of cases.Dr. Wilson follows up his observations on the poisons of spidersby an interesting study of the venom of Egyptian scorpions.By treating an aqueous extract of the poison gland with excessof alcohol he obtained a precipitate, from which he extractedwith normal saline solution a very toxic substance. Its toxicvalue was tenmillions, that is amilligram will kill 10 kilogramsof guinea-pig. A full-grown specimen of the common Egyptianspecies (Buthus quinque-striatus) contains about 3% milli¬
grams of this toxin. If the susceptibility of man is the same
as that of laboratory animals it follows that a single stin»will kill at most 35 kilograms. This calculation correspondswith the fact that fatal cases of scorpion sting in adults are
very rare, though the mortality in young children reaches 60
per cent. The report also shows that the incidence and distri-
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bution of phthisis in Egypt do not differ from those of Euro¬
pean countries.

Visit of British Physicians and Surgeons to Paris.
Arrangements are being made for a party of British physi¬

cians to visit Paris to inspect the laboratories, hospitals, and
teaching institutions. The French rjhysicians, who recently
visited London, at that time expressed the hope of receiving a

return visit in the near future. For this purpose, a committee
was formed in Paris, with Professor Bouchard as president, and
M. Lucas-Championniere as vice-president, and in December
Sir William Broadbent, president of the London executive com¬

mittee, received a formal invitation. May 11-13 has been de¬
cided on as the most suitable time for the visit.

Conference on School Hygiene.
A conference on school hygiene was held in London, February

7-10, under the auspices of the Royal Sanitary Institute. This
conference is intended to prepare for the International Congress
on School Hygiene, which is to be held in London in 1907. The
president's address was entitled "The Co-ordination of the
Teaching of Hygiene." Other subjects considered were the
physical and mental development of scholars, buildings, equip¬
ment and sanitary inspection of schools, and training of
teachers and scholars in hygiene.

The Prevalence of Syphilis.
The inter-departmental committee on physical deterioration

has taken a considerable amount of evidence on the prevalence
of syphilis. Most of the witnesses, including Sir Alfred Cooper
and Surgeon-General Taylor, agreed that it showed some de¬
crease. Sir Victor Horsley, while stating that there are no

available data to decide whether the prevalence of syphilis is
greater or less than it was twenty years ago, was positive in
stating that its virulence has diminished. He thought that, in
order to prevent the spread of syphilis, the medical officers of
infirmaries and hospitals should be given statutory powers to
detain patients who entered suffering from this disease. Fol¬
lowing the resolution adopted at the International Congress
held at Brussels, the committee expressed the opinion that
"the moment is ripe for a searching and exhaustive investiga¬
tion into the extent of the malady and for a definite pronounce¬
ment on the steps which should be taken to arrest its progress
and to trace and counteract its effects."

Cremation in Great Britain.
Though cremation is far from popular in Great Britain, it

has made steady progress since the first crematorium was

opened in Woking (near London) in 1885. In succession
crematoriums have been opened in the following cities: Man¬
chester, in 1892; Glasgow, in 1895; Liverpool, in 1896; Hull, in
1896, the first municipal crematorium; Darlington, in 1901;
Leicester, municipal; Golder's Green (near London), Hampstead
Heath, near London, in 1902; Birmingham, 1903; Leeds, 1904.
In the present year two more will be opened, one by the City of
London at Ilford, and the other at Bradford. The number of
cremations performed in Great Britain since the establishment
of the practice amounts to 4,407. The numbers for 1903 and
1904 were respectively 475 and 566. The success of the move¬
ment was largely due to the able and untiring advocacy of the
late Sir Henry Thompson. The fact that it has made so little
progress is due to theological objections and to the natural con¬
servatism of the English people.

The Red-Light Treatment of Smallpox.
New York City, Feb. 15, 1905.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Youreditorial comment (February 11,
page 477) on the so-called red-light treatment of smallpox is
eminently sound and just. In Dr. Schamberg's original article
he stated that he used "ruby-colored" glass, but failed to state
that he had tested the same for actinism either spectroscopi-
cally or photographically. The old style of genuine pot-metal
ruby is, I believe, no longer to be found in trade\p=m-\atleast I
have not succeeded in getting any, even from sources that
supplied me some years ago. All of the so-called ruby glass
that I have examined admits an abundance of actinic light,
running up even to the blue of the spectrum. The negative

experiences of Dr. Schamberg, therefore, have no weight with
me and I much prefer to rely on the positive evidence afforded
by Finsen and others. The idea, however, of excluding light
in the treatment of smallpox is by no means new, as when I
had charge of the smallpox hospital in Blackwell's Island in
1864 it was the custom to cover the lesions thickly with mer¬

curial ointment with the express purpose of excluding the
light. H. G. Piffard.

Indoor Humidity.
Brooklyn, Feb. 14, 1905.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Sincethe publication of my paper on "In-
door Humidity," which you were good enough to review in the
columns of The Journal, a firm engaged in the manufacture
of a well-known and widely advertised disinfectant, namely,
"Platt's Chlorides," has, without my permission, and much
to my annoyance, used my name and extracts from my paper
in its advertisements. The omission of quotation marks and
the clever wording make me appear responsible for recommend-
ing that preparation in connection with humidification. I
wish to disclaim all responsibility for the use this firm has
seen fit to make of the material contained in my paper. I have
requested them to discontinue all such references.

Henry Mitchell Smith.

Queries and Minor Notes.
Anonymous Communications will not be noticed. Queries for

this column must be accompanied by the writer's name and ad¬
dress, but the request of the writer not to publish his name will be
faithfully observed.

FIGHTING MEDICAL FRAUDS.

Mona, W. Va., Feb. 14, 1905.
To the Editor:—1. In your editorial on "Fighting Medical

Frauds" mention is made of the press committees of the Ger¬
mans, and that it would be commendable for our county societies
to follow in their path. I have felt for some time that much
should be done for the education of the public in medical mat¬
ters. I would be under obligations if you would indicate to me
where I could secure an outline of the work of such above com¬
mittee. 2. Has a county society the right to establish a minimum
or average fee-bill for its use, at least as a standard for minimum
charges? 3. Would our society be within its rights and privileges
in preparing a list of those who can pay and will not? I see in
some of my journals that some such action has been taken by
some county societies. F. T. H.
Answee.—1. You will find a long account of the German

method of fighting medical frauds in The Jouknal, May 28, 1904,
p. 1435, and Feb. 4, 1905, p. 403. 2. Yes. While Section 3, of
Chapter II, of the Standard Constitution and By-Laws for County
Societies says : "Agreements and schedules of fees shall not be made
by this society," it must be understood that this and several
other provisions are suggestive and not fundamental. Many ex¬

cellent societies have adopted schedules of fees and we see no ob¬
jection to It. 3. Yes, if it is managed with care so as to avoid
doing injustice to the worthy poor or to public health, and
if the principle is not carried to extremes. It must be recognized
that there are those in some communities who can pay but who will
not pay either their physician or others. The butcher and
the baker demand pay in advance from these and get it. The
medical man can not do this always, and yet nothing is more

aggravating to a physician than to give his time and his knowl¬
edge, often at great personal sacrifice, knowing that he will get
nothing for It, simply because the individual he is aiding is too
unprincipled or too dishonest to pay. There certainly is an ex¬
cuse to make provisions that will bring such persons to time. Hence
a blacklist, while contrary to the high ideals of physicians, is
sometimes almost a necessity. It is a provision, however, that
can work a reflection on the profession, and one which can be
abused. Under no circumstances should one be placed on the list
who would pay if he could ; only the real deadbeats should be
found there, and there are usually few of these in a community.

LIQUOR STIBI1 COMPOSITUS.
Shebotgan, Wis., Feb. 14, 1905.

To the Editor:—Please let me know the composition and strength
of the German liquor stibii comp. This is referred to in Hyde's
"Diseases of the Skin." The solution is employed by Unna in the
thorn treatment of lupus nodules. A. G.
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